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We are excited to 
introduce our newest 
program: M-HeLP: A 
Maternal Health-Law 
Partnership. M-HeLP 
assists low-income 
pregnant women 
at Good Samaritan 
Hospital’s Faculty 

Medical Center (FMC) resolve major social stressors that 
can undermine pregnancy outcomes. The key premise 
is that by obtaining safe housing, protection from 
domestic abuse, or food, income and medical benefits, 
the likelihood of engagement in prenatal care and a 
full-term pregnancy improves. And, once the baby is 
born, the M-HeLP team will make a “smart handoff ” to 
our existing Child HeLP team at Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Pediatric Primary Care Center. We anticipate 
1000 pregnant women will be screened and over 300 
women referred to Legal Aid in 2017. Here’s the story of 
one of our first M-HeLP clients.

“Ms. Daniels ” is a single mother with a baby due in late March. Last fall, she was twice 
denied Medicaid coverage for her pregnancy. “When I first applied for Medicaid, I had 
just found out that I was pregnant and was also looking for housing.” 

Ms. Daniels is a self-employed makeup artist with a business so new that she has not yet 
had to file taxes. And, as many now do, she promotes her business on Facebook. However, 
when she applied for Ohio Medicaid, a case worker saw her Facebook page, decided 
that she was lying about her income, and denied her application. Ms. Daniels applied a 
second time, submitting a self-declaration of income with her application. Again, the case 
worker used the Facebook page to decide that her income statement was untrue and that 

Thanks to M-HeLP, Self-Employed Mom Gets Healthcare 

New M-HeLP Partnership Launched with  
TriHealth and Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 

BRIEFINGS

continued on next page

M-HeLP
MATERNAL HEALTH-LAW PARTNERSHIP

M-HeLP
MATERNAL HEALTH-LAW PARTNERSHIP

M-HeLP
MATERNAL HEALTH-LAW PARTNERSHIP

The M-HeLP team, pictured left to right: Elicia Shultian, Legal Aid M-HeLP 
coordinator, Elaine Fink, Legal Aid, M-HeLP Steering Committee member, 
Virginia Tallent, Legal Aid, M-HeLP project managers and Adrienne Henize, 
CCHMC Child HeLP project manager Back Row: Barbara Shappie, TriHealth, 
M-Help coordinator, Robert Kahn, CCHMC, M-HeLP Steering Committee, 
Mike Marcotte, TriHealth, M-HeLP Steering Committee

M-HeLP is made possible
by a multi-year grant

from Bethesda Inc.



she was not cooperating with the verification process. Ms. Daniels 
was denied coverage a second time. 

“I was very upset by the denials. I applied again and got the same 
case worker who I felt wasn’t treating me fairly! She called me 
inquiring about Facebook posts and then told me she was denying 
me for fraud. During this whole process I was not getting prenatal 
care because I couldn’t afford it. I was very stressed out and ended 
up going to the emergency room toward the end of this ordeal.”

Then, M-HeLP was launched. A social worker at Good Samaritan, 
trained by M-HeLP, referred Ms. Daniels. Initially, she was very 
skeptical as to what M-HelP could do for her. Our advocate, 
Deanna White investigated the situation. She helped Ms. Daniels 
reapply for Medicaid, and submitted an income chart based 
on data from her appointment book. As a result of Legal Aid’s 
intervention, Ms. Daniels was approved for health care coverage. 
Now, she is looking forward to welcoming her baby into the world. 

Going through a divorce can be 
overwhelming for anyone, but if you are 
forced to file on your own because you 
cannot afford an attorney, the process can 
be perilous. A growing number of low-
income people were filing on their own, (in 
legal terms, this is called filing “pro se”) 
and the volume of such cases was straining 
the Hamilton County Domestic Relations 
Court’s ability to provide fair and efficient 
outcomes and keep the process working for 
everyone else. In 2015 alone, 538 people who 
filed their own cases for divorce had low 
enough incomes to qualify for fee waivers. 
The Court invited Legal Aid to lead a team, 
including the VLP and the Hamilton County 
Law Library, to develop a program to assist 
these pro se litigants.

The new Family Law Clinic, introduced in 
June 2016, is the result of their work. The 
clinic is open two days a week, Tuesdays from 
9 a.m. to 1p.m. and Thursdays from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., on site in Room 2-68 at the Court. 

 This Clinic is staffed by UC law students 
who do eligibility screening, and volunteer 
attorneys who provide brief consultations 
when legal advice is needed. 61 attorneys 
have volunteered at the clinic since last June. 
All clinic volunteers are trained to identify 
and refer cases to Legal Aid for help with 
matters that fall within Legal Aid’s case 
priorities. Pro Bono attorneys have already 
assisted 374 individuals seeking to file for 
divorce.

Innovative Family Law Clinic Helping Hundreds 

“Legal Aid gave me very specific and clear in-
structions on where to apply, and what I’d need 
to verify the information on my application. All 
I needed was internet access on my phone to fill 
out the application and they took care of the rest. 
It was so quick! I didn’t even have to physical-
ly appear at Job and Family Services to do any 
interviews, just received an email that I had been 
approved,” stated Ms. Daniels. “I highly recom-
mend Legal Aid, they are professionals and will 
make sure that you’re being treated fairly.”

Clinic creators: Lauren Morrison, Hamilton County Law Library,  
Lisa Gorrasi, Hamilton County Domestic Relations Court,,  

Kelly Malone, Legal Aid Managing Attorney, Family and Immigration Law, 
 Anne Lucas, VLP Managing Attorney



Legal Aid’s Elaine Fink 
wins 2016 Denis  
Murphy Award
Elaine Fink, Managing Attorney for the Children & 
Education practice group, received the Murphy Award, 
which recognizes outstanding leadership and advocacy 
within Ohio’s legal aids, from the Ohio Legal Assistance 
Foundation (OLAF). Ms. Fink is a nationally recognized 
expert in education law and led the creation of 
TeamChild, a partnership between schools, Legal Aid, and 
the Hamilton County Juvenile Court, which helps to keep 
high-risk children in school. She also led the development 
of Kids in School Rule! (KISR!), a nationally recognized 
partnership between Hamilton County Job and Family Services, 
Cincinnati Public Schools, Legal Aid and the Hamilton County 
Juvenile Court. She is the co-founder and director of Legal Aid’s 
Child HeLP program, a partnership with Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center, which won the 2016 outstanding medical-legal partnership 
award. She is a member of the M-HeLP steering committee. 

David Kutik, president of the OLAF Board of Trustees, along with Angela Lloyd, executive 
director of OLAF, presented the award to Elaine at a Legal Aid Board of Trustees meeting.

Legal Aid’s Immigration Team Recognized  
by the Alliance for Immigrant Women

Team members are pictured l.to r: Suzy Firestone, Maggie Fibbe, Jamie Landvatter, Adolfo Olivas holding the award, 
 Blake Gibson, Nora Hernandez, Lisa Lee, Mayra Casas Ugarte, and Anne Lucas.

The Alliance for Immigrant Women recently presented Legal Aid’s immigration team with an award for their service to the immi-
grant community. Immigration Team Leader, Adolfo Olivas accepted the award, stating, “The essence of our work is to give people a 
chance to live free of fear and to realize their fullest potential. Our area of law is truly one that can save and change lives for decades 
to come. Many of our clients are fleeing poverty, crime, and violence. We help them find a path to a new life in a new country and to 
forge a brighter future.”
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We welcomed six new members to our Board of Trustees in 2016. They are: 

• Eric H. Kearney, Esq. President & CEO of the Greater Cincinnati/Northern 
Kentucky African American Chamber of Commerce, 

• Julia B. Meister, a partner in the firm of Taft Stettinius and Hollister, 

• Dr. Karen Bankston, Associate Dean for Clinical Practice, Partnership and 
Community Engagement at the University Of Cincinnati College Of Nursing, 

• Sr. Juana Mendez, SC, Diocesan Hispanic Minister at the Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption

• Alexander Bailey, NY Group/Fannie Mae Tenants’ Association, 

• Angela Merritt, Over the Rhine Community Housing. 

Several major affordable apartment buildings in city neighborhoods are facing foreclosure due to 
landlord neglect. Tenants are forced to live in unsafe conditions and neighborhoods are threatened 
with increased blight. Legal Aid has been partnering with the City of Cincinnati Law Department 
to ensure that these affordable housing units are preserved. We have sued out of state landlords 
who own, but don’t maintain, multiple buildings in Avondale and Walnut Hills to make sure that 
housing code violations are addressed and tenant living conditions improved. In 2016, due to our 
efforts, conditions were improved in more than 1200 apartment units across the city.

We are working with the City Building Department to enforce the Vacant Foreclosed Property 
Registration ordinance to reduce neighborhood blight. We also helped create the Rental Housing 
Inspection ordinance that will enable the city to compel rental property owners to keep their 
apartment buildings in good condition.

Legal Aid leads the Housing Quality Group, currently working to establish a dedicated Hamilton 
County Housing Court. And, we are working with Price Hill Will and the Port Authority’s 
Land Bank to facilitate homesteading in Price Hill and Evanston to restore homes and provide 
opportunities for families that otherwise would not be able to become homeowners.

Legal Aid Works to Preserve Affordable 
Housing and Prevent Blight

Community 
Leaders Join the 
Legal Aid Board
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The Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati and its affiliate, the Legal Aid Society of Southwest Ohio, LLC provide civil legal services in seven Southwest Ohio counties.  
The Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati provides staff support for the Volunteer Lawyers Project.  

This Briefings provides information about both Legal Aid Societies and the VLP.
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