
Legal Aid Advocates for Affordable Housing

Housing preserved for senior and  
disabled tenants 
 
Did you know that Hamilton County has a 40,000 unit gap 
between the number of available housing units and the number 
of low-income people needing affordable housing?  Legal Aid 
clients are particularly affected by this unbalanced equation.  
Living in poverty, they often have little choice in where to live. 
Once in an apartment, they are at the mercy of landlords who 
may not properly maintain buildings, forcing their tenants to live 
in unsafe, unsanitary conditions. Without legal help, these tenants 
are in a bind. 

In 2016, elderly and disabled residents of the Advent Apartments 
in Walnut Hills were in just this situation. They were concerned 
that their building would be condemned, and that they would 
be forced to leave. The City of Cincinnati Building Department 
had cited the out-of-state landlord for extensive housing code 
violations, including leaking roofs in every unit, broken doors, 
and no smoke detectors, but no repairs were made. The residents 
contacted Legal Aid, and we intervened to represent the tenants’ 
interests, joining with the City to file suit against the landlord, 
and asking the Court to appoint a receiver. The judge ruled for the 
tenants. The newly-appointed receiver immediately began making 
needed repairs.  As a result, these residents were no longer in 
fear of losing their affordable housing. Senior Attorney Amanda 
Toole stated, “This successful receivership will help ensure the 
long-term viability of our clients’ homes. The Residents are very 
pleased with the repairs and improvements in their building.”

Legal Aid intervenes on behalf of Alms  
Hill residents 
 
Legal Aid also represents the residents of the Alms Hill 
apartments on Victory Parkway. In 2015, Legal Aid joined the 
City of Cincinnati’s lawsuit to obtain repairs and renovation of 
this 200-unit building. The Court approved a receiver who quickly 
started making extensive repairs. The mortgage lender extended 

Staff Attorney, Ashley Butler and Senior Attorney, Amanda Toole meet with the Advent Residents

Advent Apartments on Kemper Lane



Hamilton County Juvenile Court, Legal Aid Society, Volunteer 
Lawyers Project, and Hamilton County Law Library joined 
forces over the course of 2017 to create a Juvenile Custody and 
Companionship Clinic. The Clinic is providing pro bono legal 
help to assist low-income individuals with custody and visitation 
issues. The Juvenile Court Clinic joins the successful Family Law 
Clinic introduced in Hamilton County Domestic Relations Court 
last June, and the Municipal Court Help Center introduced in 
September 2017 – making this the third help center launched in 
Hamilton County in the past eighteen months. The Clinics and 
the Help Center are improving access to the courts with attorneys 
advising self-represented individuals about the legal process. The 
Clinic Planning Committee conducted additional training for 
volunteer lawyers in September following a May CLE on Juvenile 
Custody and Visitation led by the Volunteer Lawyers Project.

New Juvenile Court Clinic Increases Access to Justice
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additional funding. However, the repair effort slowed early this 
year due to a fire and a flood.  As a result, the building failed 
HUD inspections. Instead of listening to and working with the 
receiver, the City, the lender, and the residents’ association, 
HUD unilaterally decided to pull its Section 8 funding. 
Legal Aid then filed suit in Federal Court on behalf of the 
residents, asking for an injunction to prevent HUD’s action. 
“We have been working with the tenants’ association and the 
City of Cincinnati for over two years to improve and save this 
important affordable housing asset,” stated Senior Attorney 
Virginia Tallent. “During that time, a state court-appointed 
receiver has been diligently working to make significant 
repairs to the building and has made great progress.”   On 
October 12, 2017, a Federal Judge granted Legal Aid’s Motion 
for a Preliminary Injunction against HUD. This ruling set 
aside HUD’s attempt to end the Section 8 housing assistance 
contract for Alms Hill. As a result of Legal Aid’s advocacy, 120 
low-income families will not be forced to move from their 
affordable housing. “This important victory really belongs to the 
residents,” Virginia Tallent commented.  “They are committed 
to preserving their homes and to the continuous improvement 
of the Alms.”Alms Hill Apartments

Juvenile Custody and Companionship Clinic Planning Committee with 
Judge John Williams

Legal Aid Managing Attorney, Kelly Malone speaks at a recent training for volunteer attorneys. She is pictured with co-presenters Magistrate David J. Kelley, 
Magistrate Elizabeth S. Igoe, Hamilton County Law Library Director, Lauren Morrison, and Susan Zurface Daniels, Esq.



The VLP traveled to Jewish Family Services at 
the Mayerson Jewish Community Center to 
assist 22 Holocaust Survivors with wills and 
advance directives. All of the Clinic participants 
had emigrated from the former USSR and 
required the assistance of Russian-speaking 
interpreters.  Seven private attorneys and one 
law student volunteered to help these individuals 
over the course of an entire day. Each client had 
the opportunity to spend several hours with a 
volunteer attorney, to ask questions about the 
life-planning documents, and to leave the clinic 
with documents in hand.

Volunteer Lawyers Project Clinic Assists Holocaust Survivors 

Anne Lucas, VLP Managing Attorney, 
commented, “Without the assistance of 
the volunteer attorneys and Jewish Family 
Services, it is unlikely any of these Holocaust 
Survivors would have received legal services, 
much less in such a familiar setting.” 

Anne Lucas honored by  
Catholic Charities / Su Casa
Congratulations to Anne Lucas, Managing Attorney of the Volunteer Lawyers 
Project, and member of Legal Aid’s Family and Immigration Practice group, 
who was honored by Catholic Charities’ Su Casa Hispanic Center with their 
2017 “Immigrants Advocate Award.” Anne was recognized for her dedication to 
providing legal representation for immigrants in our community. “I’m so proud 
to receive this award from Su Casa,” Anne stated, “but I truly believe the entire 
Legal Aid Immigration Team deserves this award.  Together, we have worked 
hard to solve an assortment of immigration-related issues to help our clients.”

Volunteer Attorney Kristin M. Lenhart assists clients at the Clinic

Ted Bergh, CEO of Catholic Charities of Southwestern Ohio, 
Giovanna Alvarez, Director of Su Casa with honoree VLP 
Managing Attorney, Anne Lucas

Volunteer Attorney Eugene J. Droder III assists clients at the Clinic.
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Equal Justice is the Unfinished  
Work of Many Hands
The VLP was co-founded by the Cincinnati Bar Association and the Legal 
Aid Society in 1982 to encourage private attorneys to provide volunteer legal 
services to individuals who otherwise would not have access to the justice 
system. The VLP celebrated its 35th anniversary on October 25, 2017, at a 
reception held at Graydon. U.S. District Court Judge Michael Barrett was the 
featured speaker. Twenty three firms and their pro bono coordinators were 
honored, and received a framed, signed, and numbered print of an original 
painting by noted artist and former VLPF Board member, Bruce Petrie, Jr.  
Thanks to all who attended the celebration and to all who support the VLPF.

Thank you to these generous funders who awarded Legal Aid 
grants in 2017. We appreciate your support of our mission.

Fall 2017

Cincinnati Bar Foundation
Cincinnati Bar Foundation
Farmer Family Foundation
The Greater Cincinnati Foundation
The Andrew Jergens Foundation
Manuel D. and Rhoda Mayerson  
     Family Foundation
Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation
The Daniel & Susan Pfau Foundation
PNC Community Foundation Development
The John A. Schroth Charitable Trust
SC Ministry Foundation
The Jack J. Smith Jr. Charitable Trust
US Bank Foundation
Wohlgemuth-Herschede Foundation

Foundation Legal Aid Program

LawLink: Services for Survivors of Domestic Violence
Volunteer Lawyers Project and Family Law Mentoring
Stabilizing Neighborhoods through Secure Housing
Stabilizing Neighborhoods through Secure Housing
Child HeLP – Medical/Legal Partnership

Child HeLP – Medical/Legal Partnership

Stabilizing Neighborhoods through Secure Housing
Education Advocacy: Supporting School Success
Stabilizing Neighborhoods through Secure Housing
Child HeLP and Maternal Health – Medical/Legal Partnerships
Stabilizing Neighborhoods through Secure Housing
Child HeLP and Maternal Health – Medical/Legal Partnerships
Clearing Legal Hurdles to Employment
Child HeLP – Medical/Legal Partnership

Painting in honor of the VLPF’s 35th Anniversary by 
Bruce Petrie, Jr.


