
 
   

Rural Summer Legal Corps Fellow - 2021 
 
 The Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati and its affiliate Legal Aid Society of 
Southwest Ohio, LLC (“Legal Aid”) are accepting applications for a Rural Summer Legal Corps 
Fellow through Equal Justice Works.  Applicants should have completed their first or second 
year of law school before the summer of 2021.   
  
 The Legal Aid Society serves Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland, 
and Warren Counties in Southwest Ohio.  We have two offices (downtown Cincinnati and 
Hamilton, Ohio) and a total staff of 94, including 43 attorneys and 18 paralegals. Our attorneys 
represent individual clients in civil legal matters in the areas of Children & Education, Family & 
Immigration, Housing & Consumer, and Income, Work & Health and assist community 
organizations and client groups.  
 
The Rural Summer Legal Corps fellow will support Legal Aid’s Kinship Care Team, which 
provides assistance to grandparents and others who have stepped up to care for children whose 
parents cannot raise them due to a variety of issues, including substance abuse, untreated mental 
illness, or incarceration. Launched in 2019, the goal of the Kinship Care Team is to bring 
stability and economic security, through comprehensive legal assistance, to kinship caregiver 
families. Major components of the project include outreach, maintenance of referral relationships 
with partner agencies, brief-service custody legal clinics in our seven counties, with a particular 
emphasis on our four most rural counties (Brown, Clermont, Clinton and Highland), and 
comprehensive legal representation to help clients access public benefits like Medicaid, Food 
Stamps, and cash payments to support the children they are raising..  

 
The RSLC fellow will have extensive client contact and will be a critical part of our ability to 
serve a high volume of kinship families. The fellow will conduct telephone intake interviews to 
determine client eligibility and obtain background information in preparation for review by an 
attorney. The fellow will help determine the appropriate level of service for the kinship caregiver 
(information, advice or full representation).  The fellow will attend each custody clinic with an 
attorney to assist clients who are filling out court forms or need to obtain certain records for their 
cases. The fellow, with training and supervision, will practice issue-spotting and synthesize 
potential legal issues for the attorneys. When appropriate, the fellow will draft pro se pleadings 
for clinic clients, to be reviewed and approved by an attorney supervisor.  

 
The fellow will also work as a law clerk for all of the attorneys on the Kinship Care Team. As a 
law clerk, the fellow may be asked to research any issue affecting a kinship family: housing, 
education, public benefits, custody, or any other type of legal issue that we handle at Legal Aid. 
They will perform legal research and prepare memos, draft motions, and assist with investigation 
and trial preparation. 

 
Depending on conditions in the community in the summer of 2021, the fellow may be asked to 
perform a majority of their work from home, while remaining in frequent contact with their 
supervisor and other staff members.  
 
Eligibility: 
All applications must:  

• Be current law students, who have completed at least their first year of law school by the 
start of their summer placement  

• Be a U.S. citizen, U.S. national, or lawful permanent resident (e.g., green card)  
• For several placements, possess a valid driver’s license and access to adequate 

transportation during summer placement  
 
Funding:  
Participants will receive a $5,000 stipend for their service. Students have the option to apply 
for unlimited outside funding through their university or other sources.  
 
Program Participant Expectations: 

• Attend a three-day training in May 2021  
• Complete 300 hours of service within an eight to ten–week period  
• Complete all required program reporting and documentation  
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Application Deadlines:   
• December 21, 2020 : Application opens  
• February 8, 2021: Application closes at 11:59 p.m. ET  
• February-March 2021: Interviews with host organizations conducted on a rolling basis 
• March 20, 2021: Students notified of acceptance  

 
 Applicants should have a strong academic record, an interest in public interest law, and 
good organizational and communication skills.  To apply, please submit an application directly 
to Equal Justice Works by February 7, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. ET.  
 
 The Application and other important information about the fellowship program can be 
found at: https://www.equaljusticeworks.org/law-students/part-time-summer/rural-summer-legal-
corps/ 

The Legal Aid Society is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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