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• Did not file taxes in 2018 or 2019. If you or your spouse had any earned income in 
2019, you should likely be filing taxes, not registering as a non-filer.  If you had earned 
income, you are likely eligible for the Earned Income Tax Credit. The EITC can be worth 
up to $6557 to families with children and $529 for filers without qualifying children.  You 
can file your taxes online for free at https://www.myfreetaxes.com/   or you can go to                                      
https://www.getyourrefund.org/ to get free virtual assistance with filing.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Congress passed the CARES Act.  Under this Act, most 
Americans will get an Economic Impact Payment from the IRS.  Adults can get up to 
$1200 and parents will get up to $500 for each child they have under the age of 17.  Some 
people will get their check automatically.  Others will have to register with the IRS. Eligible 
adults, who have not yet registered or received their stimulus payment, must register 
with the IRS by October 15, 2020 in order to get their payment this year. Please read the 
information in this guide to see if you need to register.  

You should register with the 
IRS as a non-filer if you:

You DO NOT need to register 
with the IRS as a non-filer if you: 

• Filed taxes in 2018 or 2019.  You will get the payments for you and your children 
automatically.  The IRS will pay the Economic Impact Payment in the same way they paid 
your tax return. 

• Receive Social Security, VA, or SSI benefits. The IRS has already made payments to SSA, VA 
or SSI recipients. If you did not get your stimulus payment, or you did not get a payment for 
your child(ren), you can file taxes in 2021 to claim any stimulus payments you did not get.  

https://www.myfreetaxes.com/
https://www.getyourrefund.org/ 


1. Your Driver’s License or State ID number – if you do not have either of these, you can still 
submit the registration to the IRS.

2. Social Security Numbers for dependents/minor children.
3. Your bank account number and routing information, if you want the money direct deposited. 
4. An email account.  If you do not have an email account, you can easily set up a Gmail 

account using the instructions below.

Before you get started, you should have:

STEP 1:  Go to IRS webpage:  https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/economic-impact-payments

STEP 2:  On the homepage, choose the blue 
Non-filers: Enter Payment Info Here button.  
This will take you to the Free File Fillable 
Forms secure site.

Register as a Non-Filer with the IRS

Setting up Gmail:
• To get a Gmail address, you will first need to create a free Google account.                         

Go to www.gmail.com
• Click Create account
• The sign-up form will appear; enter the required information
• Next, enter your phone number for two-step account verification
• You will receive a text with a 6-digit verification code; enter that code to complete 

verification
• You will then be prompted to enter personal information, like name and birthday
• Click ‘I agree’ to  Google’s Terms of Service and Privacy Policy
• Record your username and password

https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/economic-impact-payments


STEP 3:  Click on the Get Started button 

STEP 4:  Create an Account:  Choose 
a username and password.  See below if 
you want to use the 2-step verification 
process by entering your phone number.  
This is not required.  

2-step verification: For 
added security, the IRS 
recommends, but does 
not require, a 2-step 
verification. If you do 
this, enter your phone 
number on the Create 
Account page.  The 
“Verify with text message” 
box will appear with a 
blue check mark.  The IRS 
will send you a confirmation text with a 6-digit code. You must enter that code to continue the 
non-filer registration.



STEP 5:  Fill Out Your 
Tax Form. Enter your 
name, address, etc 
and information on 
your children (your 
dependents).  Enter your 
bank information if you 
want to get your money by 
direct deposit.  

STEP 6:  E-File Your Tax Forms.  Since 
you did not file taxes last year, you 
should enter $0 for last year’s AGI.  

STEP 7:  Electronic Signature.  
• If you do not have a cell phone 

number, you can skip this question.
• If you do not have a Driver’s License 

or a State ID, you can skip those 
questions.



STEP 8:  Verify your Email.  
You must verify your email 
address before you can submit 
your form to the IRS.  The 
Continue to E-File button at 
the bottom of the page will not 
be active until you verify your 
email account. 

Check your email account for 
an email from the IRS.  Click 
on the “Confirm my acount’s 
email address” link. Follow the 
instructions.  Go back to your 
account, and the button should 
now be blue, which means it is 
active.  

STEP 9:  Submit your Form to the 
IRS. Now that you have confirmed your 
email address, the Continue to E-File 
button will be dark blue.  Click on it to 
send your form to the IRS.  A pop-up 
will appear, and you will need to click, 
“I Agree.”  Then a second pop-up will 
confirm that your form has been sent.

STEP 10:  Check your email.  You will 
get an email  from Customer Service at 
Free File Fillable Forms.  It will tell you if 
there is a problem with your form or if it 
was successfully sent to the IRS.  If there 
is a problem, the email should tell you 
how to fix it.   



If you have questions or need legal assistance, please call the Legal Aid 
line at (513) 241-9400 

STEP 11:  Check your email 
again!   The day after you get 
the email in Step 9, check your 
email again to make sure  the 
IRS has accepted  your form.    
Congratulations – you are now 
done with the process to get 
your stimulus money. 

Direct deposits should be available within 10-14 days.  
Payments that are mailed will take longer.  You can click on 

the blue “Get My Payment” button on the homepage in STEP 2 
above, to check on the status of your payment.  


