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The Ohio Governor has closed all public, private and charter schools through 
at least Friday, May 1st due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

Q: How will my child be able to learn while 
schools are closed?
A: Schools and school districts are working 
to make sure children are able to keep 
up with their schoolwork. Your school 
might provide your child with work to do 
on a computer, or a paper work packet to 
complete. 
If you don’t have a computer at home, you 
can ask your school to provide you with a 
paper work packet. Some stores and churches 
will print schoolwork packets for students for 
free. 
Schools continue to adjust what they are 
doing during school closures. In the weeks 
ahead, your child’s school may change the 
type of work they are sending home or 
the way that they are teaching your child. 
Teachers may put more work on the internet 
or post videos of classes online. 

Q: My child receives special education 
services. Will they get extra help while 
schools are closed? 
A: School districts are supposed to do 

what they can to make sure that students 
who receive special education services are 
still able to make progress and learn while 
schools are closed. This will look different 
for each student and could include: 
1. Providing specialized or modified work 

packets to each student
2. Having a service provider, like a speech 

and language pathologist, work with the 
student by phone or video. 

Your child’s teacher or intervention specialist 
may have some advice for how you can help 
your child while schools are closed. 

Q: My child was being evaluated for special 
education before schools closed. What will 
happen to their evaluation? 
A: Schools are supposed to try their best 
to complete evaluations while schools are 
closed. Sometimes, it may be hard for schools 
to do this because they need information 
that they can only get when schools are open 
(like watching your child in class, or asking 
your child questions). If your child was being 



Q: My child is in 3rd grade and did not 
pass the Fall 2019 reading test. What 
will happen? 
A: Due to COVID-19, all 3rd-grade 
students are eligible to be promoted 
to 4th grade even if they did not pass 
the prior test. Your child’s school 
will determine whether your child is 
prepared to be promoted to the fourth 
grade. 

Q: I was supposed to have a meeting to 
review my child’s Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) in April or May. Will my 
school still meet with me? 
A: Yes. Schools are holding IEP and evaluation 
meetings while schools are closed. Schools are 
holding these meetings by phone call or by 
video when they can. 

evaluated before schools closed, your school 
should be in touch with you about what will 
happen with their evaluation.

Q: Will my child still have to take 
standardized tests that were supposed to 
happen in the spring? 
A: Ohio students will not have to take any 
standardized tests for the spring of 2020. 
This includes assessments such as the Ohio 
Graduation Test (OGT), the spring Third 
Grade English Language Arts Test (or “Third 
Grade Reading Guarantee”) and the AIMS or 
MAP tests. 

Q: My child is a senior this year. Will my 
child graduate
A:  Hopefully yes! Ohio has changed the 
rules so more students can meet graduation 
requirements. Your child should be able to 
graduate if they had already met graduation 
requirements before schools closed, or 
if they were close to meeting graduation 
requirements and are continuing to do 
school work at home. Your child may not be 

Q: What about the therapy my child 
needs that they were getting in school? 
A: Your child may still be able to get 
therapy from the same therapist or 
through “telehealth” visits which are by 
phone or video. You should be able to 
get more information by contacting the 
agency that provides therapy.  

Q: I need more help buying food now 
that my children are home. What can I 
do? 
A: You can apply for SNAP or food 
stamps. If you get SNAP or food stamps, 
you may also get more SNAP for March 
and April. You can find out more 
information about this on JFS’ website 
at https://www.hcjfs.org/services/food-
assistance/

able to graduate if they were far behind 
in meeting graduation requirements in 
March 2020. 



This information about schools and school closures is accurate as of April 9, 2020. Because this is a rapidly chang-
ing situation, it is possible that some information may become outdated before we can update this website. 

Q: I have more questions about my child’s education. How do I get in touch with their 
school? 
A: School districts are communicating with parents in different ways during the school closures. 

If your child attends Cincinnati Public Schools and you have questions, e-mail Cincinnati 
Public Schools using this link: https://www.cps-k12.org/contact. You can also call the Cincinnati 
Public Schools COVID-19 information hotline at 513-363-0123.
If your child attends another school district, try calling their main number, or check their 
website or social media pages for more information. 

Q: Where can I find out more information? 
A: If you have questions, you can call Legal Aid to see if someone can help you at (513) 241-
9400. Here is an additional resource: 
Ohio Department of Education Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ): 

Q: My child got free breakfast and lunch when schools were open. Can my child still get free 
meals when schools are closed? 
A: Many school districts and community partners are providing breakfast and lunch for all 
students up to age 18.  For more information visit: 
Ohio Department of Education Meal Finder:
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Coronavirus/Supporting-Whole-Child-
Nutrition
Cincinnati Public School Meals: https://www.cps-k12.org/news/whats-new/cps-continues-
provide-free-meals-revised-plan

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Coronavirus/Frequently-Asked-Questions-
Governor-DeWine%e2%80%99s-Scho


